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not even light a fire. After a time some one asked me what I
thought, as I had often amused the circle with oracular utter-
ances, On this occasion I remarked,c Here to-day a new epoch
of world-history begins, and you can boast that you were
present at its birth/ " He spoke truly. The eighteenth century
perished in the smoke of the artillery at Valmy.
There is a remarkable analogy between the end of the
eighteenth and of the nineteenth centuries, if the one be con-
sidered to end in 1792, the other in 1914. Europe in the period
of Frederick II and again in the Victorian Age was on the
whole a happy place, cultured, productive, opulent, and, in
spite of much searching of heart, really untroubled in mind.
Both those opulent ages, so rich in possibilities for mankind,
c crashed' in a world war, a * Great Civil War of Europe.'
Yet no student of men and things and ideas can deny that
there is a European society, the result of 2000 years of common
history, of' pooled experience' since the time of the Greeks
and Romans and the early Christian Church. The best minds
in Europe have always kept steadily in view this idea of Euro-
pean society, not a vain ' ideology' but a real thing, persist-
ing amid all the clashes of ignorant and selfish interest. Vol-
taire, Goethe, Franklin, Kant, Pitt, had no doubt of the exist-
ence and of the need for a citizenry of Europe, the freedom
of which was possessed by all people who followed Western
civilization. This is the political faith, embracing and tran-
scending all competing schools of opinion, held by men of
goodwill.